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Indian residents were assembled there. About one-
half of the Sikhs were at the time on guard at the
Treasury, which was in the compound of the magistrate's
Kutcherry. Lieutenant Mara, the commanding officer
of the detachment, marched the remainder of the men
to the spot, with the exception of a few left on guard
in the lines ;. and the whole were kept under arms for
some time, as it was expected that on leaving Bubcha,
the sepoys, who were a part of the 37th Eegiment
N.L, that had mutinied at Benares on the previous after-
noon, would visit the station. Had they come in the
morning, it is quite probable that the Sikhs would
have fought for us, as at that time they were loud in
their professions of loyalty. Before noon we heard
that the mutineers, after plundering and burning
Bubcha factory, had gone along the Lucknow road.
No attack from them, therefore, was considered likely.
Still we remained in the Kutcherry. Some of * our
servants had brought breakfast, and orders were given
for dinner. The commanding officer dismissed the men
from the positions they occupied on our first going into
the Kutcherry. About half-past two o'clock, he, myself,
and some others, were in the verandah, when, as I was
giving orders to a servant, a shot was fired, and on
looking round I saw that poor Mara had been shot
through the chest. We ran inside the building, and
just within the doorway Mara fell on the ground.
Other shots being fired into the rooms,' we retired into
the joint-magistrate's Kutcherry, and barricaded the '
doors. We did this with little hopes of escaping from